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adjusting relations between the divergent interests concerned
in the making of Federal India.
There is a legend in Indian Epic * that once upon a
time the Gods and the Demons churned the ocean to
recover the lost nectar of immortality. The process of
churning caused a great upheaval; and although in the
end the nectar was found, it so happened that the exces-
sive churning produced poison. The imperative task was
then to deal with the poison which threatened the lives
of all creatures.
The legend has a lesson for the partners in the making
of Federal India. If in the attempt to recover a " Lost
Dominion " there emerges the poison of bitterness and ill-
feeling, Indian problems will become more insoluble and
intractable. It is unfortunate that the spirit of intolerance
should have been so much in evidence in the present con-
troversy when, to quote the words of Lord Meston, " if
there was a time for the calm and non-partisan treatment
of Indian affairs it is to-day." While the supporters of the
measure of self-government granted to India assert that by
pursuing the policy of conciliating Indian public opinion
" within the limits of safety " the position of Great Britain
in India will be strengthened, a large section of the British
public insists that the supreme hold Britain has upon India
should never be relaxed, and that on the strength of the
Army and Navy lies the true assurance of Indo-British
relations. There are responsible men in British public life
whose utterances on the subject of the new constitutional
proposals seem to imply that it is an iniquitous crime for the
Indian political classes to demand a greater share in the
government of their country.
On the other hand, there are Indian Nationalists who
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